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both in prose and verse. As an undertaking of this nature is entirely new, I question not but it will be received with candour.                                     0.
No. 410.          Friday, June 20, 1712         [TICKELL l
Dwn foris sunt, nihil videtur mundius, Ntc magris compositum quidquam, nee tnagis elegans : QUCK, cum amatore suo cum ccenant, liguriunt, ffaruin videre ingluviem, sorties, inopiatn: Quam inhonestce solas sint domi, atgue avidce cibi, Quo pacto ex jure hesterno panem atrum vorent. Ifosse omnia hcec, salus est adolescentutis.
TER., Sun., Act v, sc. 4
WILL HONEYCOMB, who disguises his present decay by visiting the wenches of the town only by way of humour, told us that the last rainy night he, with Sir Boger de Coverley, was driven into the Temple cloister, whither had escaped also a lady most exactly dressed from head to foot. Will made no scruple to acquaint us that she saluted him very familiarly by his name, and turning immediately to the knight, she said she supposed that was his good friend Sir Eoger de Coverley; upon which nothing less could follow than Sir Boger's approach to salutation, with ' Madam, the same at your service'. She was dressed in a black tabby mantua and petticoat, without ribbons; her linen striped muslin, and in the whole in an agreeable second mourning; decent
i This paper, sometimes attributed to Steele, is generally believed to have been written by Tickell. Johnson and others have supposed that Addison was so annoyed at the suggestion that Sir Roger de Coverley could have any equivocal relations with a woman of bad character, that he decided to kill off the knight to prevent such a thing occurring again. But the fact is, that four months elapsed after the publication of this paper, before Addison wrote his account of Sir Roger's death (No. 517); and by that time the discontinuance of the Spectator had been resolved upon, and the knight's death was only the first of a series of papers designed to dispose of the various members of the club. In No. 544 Steele said that the story in this paper had been misunderstood; the circumstance of the young woman at the tavern was intended as an instance of the simplicity and innocence of Sir Roger's mind, which made him think it an easy matter to reclaim the girl, and not as inclination in him to be guilty with. her. There is really nothing in the paper to warrant us in saying that this explanation is forced.